
The Green Man: A Masterpiece of Medieval
Literature, Revisited by the New York Review
Classics

The Green Man is a enigmatic figure that has appeared in countless works
of art and literature throughout history. This mythical being, often depicted
with a face made of leaves and vines, has been interpreted in many
different ways, but its origins remain shrouded in mystery.

One of the earliest known depictions of the Green Man can be found in the
13th-century manuscript known as the Luttrell Psalter. In this manuscript,
the Green Man is depicted as a wild man with a leafy face, surrounded by
animals and plants. This image suggests that the Green Man may have
been associated with nature and fertility.
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The Green Man continued to appear in medieval art and literature, and by
the 15th century, he had become a popular figure in mystery plays and
morality tales. In these plays, the Green Man often represented the forces
of nature, or the wild and untamed aspects of human nature.

The Green Man in Medieval Literature

The Green Man appears in a number of medieval literary works, including
the poem "Sir Gawain and the Green Knight" and the play "Everyman." In
these works, the Green Man is often associated with nature, fertility, and
the cycle of life and death.

In "Sir Gawain and the Green Knight," the Green Knight is a mysterious
figure who challenges Sir Gawain to a beheading game. Gawain accepts
the challenge, but when the Green Knight strikes him with his axe,
Gawain's head remains attached. The Green Knight then reveals that he is
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actually the Green Man, and that the beheading game was a test of
Gawain's courage and faith.

In the play "Everyman," the Green Man appears as a character who
represents Death. Everyman is a wealthy man who is visited by Death and
told that he must prepare for his journey to the afterlife. The Green Man
helps Everyman to understand the importance of repentance and
forgiveness.

The Green Man in Modern Literature

The Green Man has continued to be a popular figure in modern literature.
In the 20th century, the Green Man was featured in the works of authors
such as J.R.R. Tolkien, C.S. Lewis, and Ursula K. Le Guin. In these works,
the Green Man is often associated with the natural world and the forces of
good and evil.

In recent years, the Green Man has experienced a resurgence in
popularity, appearing in works of fiction, non-fiction, and even film. This
renewed interest in the Green Man is likely due to his timeless appeal as a
symbol of nature, fertility, and the cycle of life and death.

The Green Man New York Review Classics Edition

The New York Review Classics edition of The Green Man is a beautiful and
authoritative edition of this medieval masterpiece. This edition features a
new translation by Marie Borroff, as well as an and notes by Richard
Kieckhefer.

Borroff's translation is clear and accessible, while Kieckhefer's and notes
provide valuable insights into the poem's historical and cultural context.



This edition of The Green Man is a must-have for anyone interested in
medieval literature, folklore, or the Green Man himself.

The Green Man is a fascinating and enigmatic figure who has captured the
imaginations of readers for centuries. This new edition from the New York
Review Classics brings this timeless tale to life for a new generation of
readers.

Whether you are a fan of medieval literature, folklore, or simply enjoy a
good story, I encourage you to check out The Green Man. You won't be
disappointed.
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