
Study Guide for W.H. Auden's "As I Walked
Out One Evening" Poetry for Students
"As I Walked Out One Evening" is one of the most well-known and beloved
poems by W.H. Auden, an English poet who is considered one of the most
important figures in 20th-century literature. The poem was written in 1940
during World War II and was first published in the collection Another Time.
The poem explores the themes of love, loss, and the search for meaning in
a world that is often chaotic and difficult to understand.
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Themes

One of the central themes of "As I Walked Out One Evening" is the theme
of love. The poem is addressed to a loved one, and the speaker expresses
his deep affection and admiration for this person. The speaker describes
the loved one as "lovely" and "fair," and he says that he "loves" and "fears"
them. The poem also explores the theme of loss. The speaker is aware that
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the loved one is mortal, and he knows that one day they will have to part.
This knowledge fills the speaker with a sense of sadness and regret.

Another important theme in the poem is the theme of the search for
meaning. The speaker is living in a world that is often chaotic and difficult to
understand. He is surrounded by violence and suffering, and he is
struggling to find a sense of purpose and belonging. The speaker's search
for meaning leads him to nature, and he finds comfort and solace in the
beauty of the natural world.

Structure

"As I Walked Out One Evening" is written in six stanzas of four lines each.
The poem is written in iambic tetrameter, which is a metrical pattern that
consists of four iambs, or pairs of unstressed and stressed syllables. The
poem's rhyme scheme is ABAB, which means that the first and third lines
of each stanza rhyme, and the second and fourth lines rhyme. This rhyme
scheme creates a sense of rhythm and flow, and it helps to emphasize the
poem's emotional impact.

Language

Auden uses a variety of literary devices in "As I Walked Out One Evening"
to create a vivid and memorable image of the loved one. He uses
metaphors to compare the loved one to a "moon" and a "star," and he uses
similes to compare the loved one's eyes to "pools" and their hair to "gold."
Auden also uses personification to give human qualities to the natural
world. He describes the trees as "kind" and the wind as "gentle." This use
of figurative language helps to create a sense of intimacy and connection
between the speaker and the loved one.



Symbolism

The poem is rich in symbolism. The moon is a symbol of the loved one's
beauty and unattainability. The stars are a symbol of the loved one's
mortality. The trees are a symbol of the speaker's search for meaning. The
wind is a symbol of the speaker's own mortality. The poem's title, "As I
Walked Out One Evening," is also symbolic. The word "walked" suggests a
journey, and the word "evening" suggests the end of the day. The title hints
at the speaker's journey through life and his search for meaning.

"As I Walked Out One Evening" is a complex and beautiful poem that
explores the themes of love, loss, and the search for meaning. The poem is
written in a clear and concise style, and it uses a variety of literary devices
to create a vivid and memorable image of the loved one. The poem's
themes and symbols are universal, and they have resonated with readers
for generations.
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Shipwrecked For 13 Days On Coral Reef: A Tale
of Survival and Resilience
In the vast expanse of the Pacific Ocean, where towering waves crashed
against the unforgiving coastline, a tale of unimaginable survival
unfolded. A group...

Where the World Is Quiet: Delving into a Realm
of Serene Sonority
A Tapestry of Serenity In the tapestry of life, where vibrant hues and
muted whispers intertwine, there exist pockets of
tranquility&mdash;oases where the restless...
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