
Oz Montgomery: The Navajo Code Talker Who
Helped Secure Victory in the Pacific

During the darkest days of World War II, when the fate of the free world
hung in the balance, a group of courageous Navajo men stepped forward
to serve their country in a way that would change the course of history.
They were the Navajo Code Talkers, and among them was a young man
named Oz Montgomery.
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Oz Montgomery was born in 1924 on the Navajo Nation in Arizona. Like
many Navajo children of his time, he grew up in a traditional hogan,
attended a boarding school, and learned the Navajo language and culture.
Montgomery was a bright and inquisitive student, and he excelled in his
studies.
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After graduating from high school, Montgomery attended the University of
New Mexico, where he studied electrical engineering. However, his studies
were interrupted by the outbreak of World War II in 1941. Montgomery, like
many other Navajo men, felt a deep sense of patriotism and a desire to
serve his country.

Becoming a Code Talker

In 1942, the United States Marine Corps began recruiting Navajo men to
serve as Code Talkers. The Marines recognized that the Navajo language,
with its complex grammar and tonal variations, could be used to create an
unbreakable code that would be impossible for the enemy to decipher.
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Montgomery and 29 other Navajo men were selected to become Code
Talkers. They underwent rigorous training at Camp Pendleton in California,
where they learned how to use the Navajo language to transmit critical
military messages. The code they developed was so sophisticated that it
could not be broken by the enemy, even with the use of sophisticated code-
breaking machines.

Service in the Pacific

In 1943, Montgomery and the other Code Talkers were deployed to the
Pacific Theater of Operations. They served in some of the most intense
battles of the war, including Guadalcanal, Iwo Jima, and Okinawa.

As a Code Talker, Montgomery played a vital role in transmitting battlefield
messages that helped coordinate troop movements, artillery strikes, and air
strikes. His ability to communicate in Navajo allowed him to pass on vital
information quickly and securely, helping to ensure the success of allied
forces.

Montgomery's bravery and dedication were recognized with numerous
awards, including the Silver Star, the Bronze Star, and the Purple Heart. He
was also awarded the Congressional Gold Medal in 2001 for his service as
a Navajo Code Talker.

Legacy and Impact

The Navajo Code Talkers played a pivotal role in the Allied victory in the
Pacific. Their unbreakable code helped to save countless lives and shorten
the war. Montgomery and his fellow Code Talkers were not only heroes of
World War II, but they also served as role models for generations of Native
Americans.



After the war, Montgomery returned to the Navajo Nation, where he worked
as an educator and a tribal leader. He continued to advocate for the rights
of Native Americans and to share his story of service as a Code Talker.

Oz Montgomery died in 2022 at the age of 98. He will be remembered as a
true American hero whose contributions to the war effort helped to shape
the course of history.

Oz Montgomery and the other Navajo Code Talkers were extraordinary
individuals who served their country with honor and distinction. They played
a vital role in the Allied victory in World War II, and their legacy continues to
inspire generations to come.

The Navajo Code Talkers by Oz Montgomery
4.2 out of 5

Language : English
File size : 932 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Screen Reader : Supported
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
Word Wise : Enabled
Print length : 13 pages
Lending : Enabled

FREE

https://philosophy.mamanbook.com/reads.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6ImNhWWRRZytsYjhWM2tBMVRRemo3dUpuNkx3V2czVUl3N1h3NG9Sd3l6dW1xeDV3aDIwUTlsalRlQ2p1YndJd29OUUV3WktRdW5ENlZDWWdrN29raWljYnJyQTczUWV4dkU0SFJIWEVDQXJvNkZYeUY0TU1LTGc1NVp1XC9tRTA0S0NrVVRzNjd3ZytlTGsxN0hqcG1cLzlwb3FsMU93eHlqR3NLSExpd01nSXd3PSIsIml2IjoiZmNmMWM1MTYyNGVkYzZjMGE0MTVhZGFhOWI2MTVkMzkiLCJzIjoiYTMyODk3ZGQ4MGNlZWI1NCJ9
https://philosophy.mamanbook.com/reads.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6IkdORmRsTHVpdjF4SEx1RjBzd3pyVVFFWENvYWRWQ1JyS0hnTGlwbkVxQ3BrWTVMdkZEYVVUQ3N0YzhMWWFrcGErSTZwdFJBVFNROHY1cXQ2K3NcLzBLTnlxQXpBMTZYWmlxMUJWMjUwd3RzbzhockFMUFpVdWVsZUwzdkQxZDdNZElab0J2UU5DREFteTFqRnp2dGRBaGY4VWVvdEFnNGRFQXJCOWo1WW4xenM9IiwiaXYiOiI1N2QzNjEwMmJiZDlhOTVhZjFmZDc2YTUzMGJkZjYzMCIsInMiOiJmZGMxMDNjOTFlNGU1MzY5In0%3D
https://philosophy.mamanbook.com/reads.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6IitRT0Q2a1E2ejVZN3ZBVE16dzM0WEFLMm5WYmJ0NnJzQ2g2N0c1MHR2UFdWeVpKUHFWRXRQbEhMZUJ0Y2dPT3VzbGI1VTVlcFNBVlFXdkhaR05WdTdVZW9OSUx3VVhGWVVIRWtQM3N6MGxwekRueElGVUJKbnNvRWI0a1wvUytxMDJTekFLNDhSSUJUd2Z1bXM4ZWpJRENNelJyQk9GVm1aNTNPRU9CZmNnWk09IiwiaXYiOiIzZWE0MTllYjg1OWM0NzU2NGUzNzFhOTlmNmFjYzU5YiIsInMiOiI1YjQ0MGEyNzQyMWFiMWYxIn0%3D


Shipwrecked For 13 Days On Coral Reef: A Tale
of Survival and Resilience
In the vast expanse of the Pacific Ocean, where towering waves crashed
against the unforgiving coastline, a tale of unimaginable survival
unfolded. A group...

Where the World Is Quiet: Delving into a Realm
of Serene Sonority
A Tapestry of Serenity In the tapestry of life, where vibrant hues and
muted whispers intertwine, there exist pockets of
tranquility&mdash;oases where the restless...

https://philosophy.mamanbook.com/book/Shipwrecked%20For%2013%20Days%20On%20Coral%20Reef%20A%20Tale%20of%20Survival%20and%20Resilience.pdf
https://philosophy.mamanbook.com/book/Shipwrecked%20For%2013%20Days%20On%20Coral%20Reef%20A%20Tale%20of%20Survival%20and%20Resilience.pdf
https://philosophy.mamanbook.com/book/Where%20the%20World%20Is%20Quiet%20Delving%20into%20a%20Realm%20of%20Serene%20Sonority.pdf
https://philosophy.mamanbook.com/book/Where%20the%20World%20Is%20Quiet%20Delving%20into%20a%20Realm%20of%20Serene%20Sonority.pdf

