
Letters From Kigali: A Masterpiece of African
Literature
Letters from Kigali is a haunting and profound novel by Lennon Perricone
that tells the story of two women from different worlds who are brought
together by the Rwandan genocide. The novel is set in the aftermath of the
genocide, and it follows the two women as they try to rebuild their lives and
come to terms with the horrors they have experienced.

The book is told in the form of letters, which gives the reader a unique
insight into the thoughts and feelings of the two women. The letters are raw
and emotional, and they provide a powerful account of the genocide and its
aftermath.
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One of the women, Immaculée, is a Tutsi woman who survived the
genocide. She is haunted by the memories of what she experienced, and
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she struggles to come to terms with the loss of her family and friends. The
other woman, Judith, is an American journalist who comes to Rwanda to
cover the genocide. She is initially horrified by what she sees, but she
eventually comes to understand the resilience of the Rwandan people.

Letters from Kigali is a powerful and moving novel that will stay with
readers long after they have finished reading it. It is a testament to the
resilience of the human spirit, and it is a reminder of the importance of
never forgetting the horrors of war.

Characters

The two main characters in Letters from Kigali are Immaculée and Judith.
Immaculée is a Tutsi woman who survived the genocide. She is haunted by
the memories of what she experienced, and she struggles to come to terms
with the loss of her family and friends. Judith is an American journalist who
comes to Rwanda to cover the genocide. She is initially horrified by what
she sees, but she eventually comes to understand the resilience of the
Rwandan people.

Immaculée is a complex and sympathetic character. She is a survivor of
unspeakable horrors, but she is also a strong and resilient woman. She is
determined to rebuild her life and to find a way to move on from the past.
Judith is a well-intentioned woman who is trying to do her job, but she is
also naive and inexperienced. She is shocked by what she sees in
Rwanda, and she struggles to understand the complexities of the conflict.

The relationship between Immaculée and Judith is a complex one. They
are from different worlds, and they have very different experiences.



However, they are both united by their desire to understand the genocide
and to find a way to heal.

Themes

Letters from Kigali is a novel that explores a number of important themes,
including the horrors of war, the resilience of the human spirit, and the
importance of never forgetting. The novel shows the devastating effects of
war on individuals and communities, and it highlights the strength and
resilience of the Rwandan people.

The novel also explores the importance of memory and forgiveness. The
characters in the novel are all haunted by the past, and they struggle to
come to terms with what they have experienced. However, the novel also
shows the power of forgiveness, and it suggests that it is possible to move
on from the past and to build a better future.

Historical Context

The Rwandan genocide was a systematic and intentional killing of Tutsi
people by Hutu people. The genocide began on April 6, 1994, and it lasted
for 100 days. During that time, approximately 800,000 Tutsi people were
killed. The genocide was one of the most horrific events in recent history,
and it has had a lasting impact on Rwanda.

Letters from Kigali is set in the aftermath of the genocide, and it provides a
powerful account of the horrors that the Rwandan people experienced. The
novel also shows the resilience of the Rwandan people, and it highlights
the importance of never forgetting the genocide.

Critical Reception



Letters from Kigali has received critical acclaim from both critics and
readers. The novel has been praised for its powerful storytelling, its
complex characters, and its important themes. The novel has been
awarded a number of awards, including the Commonwealth Writers' Prize
for Best Book (Africa).

Letters from Kigali is a must-read for anyone who is interested in African
literature, historical fiction, or human rights. It is a powerful and moving
novel that will stay with readers long after they have finished reading it.

Author Biography

Lennon Perricone is an American writer who has lived in Rwanda for over
20 years. She is the author of several books, including Letters from Kigali,
The Beautiful Things That Heaven Bears, and The Family. Perricone's work
has been translated into over 20 languages, and she has received
numerous awards for her writing.

Perricone is a passionate advocate for human rights, and she has worked
with a number of organizations to help survivors of the Rwandan genocide.
She is also a co-founder of the Kigali Peace Institute, which is a non-profit
organization that promotes peace and reconciliation in Rwanda.

Additional Resources

Lennon Perricone's website

Letters from Kigali on Goodreads

Letters from Kigali on Amazon
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