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The Choice of Anglo-Saxon Verse is an anthology of Old English poetry
compiled in the late 10th or early 11th century. It is one of the most
important surviving collections of early English literature, and it provides a
valuable glimpse into the literary and cultural world of the Anglo-Saxons.

The manuscript contains 89 poems, ranging from short lyrics to long epics.
The poems are written in a variety of styles, from the simple and direct to
the complex and ornate. They cover a wide range of topics, including
religion, history, nature, and love.

The Choice of Anglo-Saxon Verse is a valuable resource for scholars of Old
English literature. It provides a unique opportunity to study the development
of English poetry over time, and it helps us to understand the cultural and
historical context in which the poems were written.

The Contents of the Manuscript
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The Choice of Anglo-Saxon Verse is divided into two parts. The first part
contains 56 poems that are arranged in roughly chronological order. The
second part contains 33 poems that are arranged by genre.

The first part of the manuscript opens with a series of religious poems,
including hymns, prayers, and meditations. These poems are followed by a
group of heroic poems, which tell the stories of great warriors and kings.
The heroic poems are followed by a group of elegies, which lament the loss
of loved ones. The first part of the manuscript ends with a group of love
poems.

The second part of the manuscript contains a variety of poems, including
riddles, charms, and wisdom poems. The riddles are often playful and
humorous, while the charms are intended to protect against evil. The
wisdom poems offer advice on how to live a good life.

The Significance of the Manuscript

The Choice of Anglo-Saxon Verse is a significant manuscript for several
reasons. First, it is one of the most complete collections of Old English
poetry that has survived. Second, it provides a valuable glimpse into the
literary and cultural world of the Anglo-Saxons. Third, it has been a source
of inspiration for later poets, including William Blake and Ezra Pound.

The Choice of Anglo-Saxon Verse is a testament to the richness and
diversity of Old English literature. It is a valuable resource for scholars,
students, and anyone who is interested in the history of English literature.

Examples of Poems from the Manuscript

Here are a few examples of poems from the Choice of Anglo-Saxon Verse:



1. "The Seafarer" is a poem about a man who has spent his life at sea.
The poem describes the hardships and dangers of life at sea, but it
also celebrates the beauty and wonder of the ocean.

2. "The Wanderer" is a poem about a man who has lost everything he
loves. The poem describes the wanderer's journey through a desolate
landscape, and it explores the themes of loss, grief, and hope.

3. "The Battle of Maldon" is a poem about a battle between the Anglo-
Saxons and the Vikings. The poem describes the bravery of the Anglo-
Saxon warriors, and it provides a glimpse into the horrors of war.

4. "The Dream of the Rood" is a poem about a dream in which the
speaker sees the crucifixion of Christ. The poem describes the beauty
and suffering of Christ, and it explores the themes of redemption and
salvation.

5. "The Wife's Lament" is a poem about a woman who has been
abandoned by her husband. The poem describes the woman's grief
and loneliness, and it explores the themes of love, loss, and betrayal.

The Choice of Anglo-Saxon Verse is a valuable resource for scholars of Old
English literature. It provides a unique opportunity to study the development
of English poetry over time, and it helps us to understand the cultural and
historical context in which the poems were written. The poems in the
Choice of Anglo-Saxon Verse are a testament to the richness and diversity
of Old English literature, and they continue to inspire and fascinate readers
today.

Further Reading

The Choice of Anglo-Saxon Verse: British Library



The Choice of Anglo-Saxon Verse: Poetry Foundation

The Choice of Anglo-Saxon Verse: Amazon
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