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Cornelia Sorabji Henry Kuttner was a pioneering Indian lawyer, social
reformer, and writer. She was the first woman to study law in England and
the first woman to practice law in India. Kuttner was also a prolific writer,
publishing over 50 books and articles. Her work focused on the need for
social and legal reforms in India, particularly in the areas of women's rights
and education.

Early Life and Education

Cornelia Sorabji was born in Nashik, India, in 1864. Her father, Sorabji
Karsedji, was a Christian missionary and her mother, Francina Ford, was a
British woman. Kuttner was raised in a progressive and intellectual
household. She was fluent in Marathi, Gujarati, and English, and she had a
passion for learning. At the age of 16, she went to England to study at
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Oxford University. She was the first Indian woman to study law at Oxford,
and she graduated with honors in 1892.

Legal Career

After graduating from Oxford, Kuttner returned to India and began
practicing law in Bombay. She was the first woman to practice law in India,
and she faced many challenges and prejudices. However, she persisted
and eventually established herself as a successful lawyer. Kuttner
specialized in family law and women's rights. She worked to improve the
legal status of women in India, and she helped to draft several laws that
protected women's rights.

Social Reform Activism

In addition to her legal work, Kuttner was also a passionate social reformer.
She worked to improve the lives of women and children in India. She
founded several schools and orphanages, and she worked to promote
women's education. Kuttner also wrote extensively about the need for
social reform in India. Her work helped to raise awareness of the plight of
women and children in India, and it inspired others to work for social
change.

Writing Career

Kuttner was a prolific writer. She published over 50 books and articles on a
wide range of topics, including law, social reform, and women's rights. Her
writing was clear and concise, and it was often infused with humor and wit.
Kuttner's work was highly influential in India, and it helped to shape public
opinion on a number of important social issues.

Later Life and Legacy



Kuttner continued to work as a lawyer and social reformer until her death in
1954. She was a tireless advocate for women's rights and education, and
she left a lasting legacy in India. Her work helped to pave the way for other
women to enter the legal profession and to work for social change. Kuttner
is remembered as a pioneer of Indian legal advocacy and literature, and
her work continues to inspire women and men today.

Cornelia Sorabji Henry Kuttner was a remarkable woman who made a
significant contribution to India. She was a pioneer in the field of law, social
reform, and literature. Her work helped to improve the lives of women and
children in India, and she left a lasting legacy that continues to inspire
today.
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